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Speaker Bios

Eric Brenner is the founding Director of the Maryland Governor's Grants Office, which he
modeled off of a similar office he developed for the Governor of lllinois. Eric has worked for five
Governors in three states, and for both political parties. His work has focused on the creation and
implementation of public policy in the following subject areas: human services, health care,
community revitalization, budgeting, energy, corrections, transportation, and financial services
regulation. He has also served as the Director of Executive Management for the Council of
Governors’ Policy Advisors and the Deputy Director for the Pennsylvania Insurance Department.
Eric earned degrees from Duke University (B.A.), Hull University, England (L.L.M.), and Harvard
University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government, (M.P.A.).

Clarence T. Bishop, Deputy Secretary of Business and Economic Development comes to the
Agency with more than 25 years of leadership experience in federal and local government.
Before joining DBED, Clarence served as Chief of Staff to Mayor Martin O’Malley. Clarence
played a key role in the Mayor’s highly successful economic development program, resulting in
Baltimore City boasting a record $11 billion in projects. He also helped guide several large-scale
redevelopment projects, including the City’s successful effort to build a convention center hotel,
as well as two massive biotech facilities in East and West Baltimore.

Clarence has served on more than a dozen business and economic development oriented
boards and commissions including the Baltimore City Planning Commission, Baltimore Hotel
Corporation, Baltimore Development Corporation, and the National Aquarium in Baltimore. He is
also the former Chairman of the Baltimore Area Convention and Visitors Bureau Board of
Directors.

Previously Deputy Secretary Bishop served as Confidential Assistant to the U.S. Under
Secretary of Commerce, Chief of Staff to Georgia Congressman and civil rights legend John
Lewis, and Chief of Staff to former Maryland Congressman Parren J. Mitchell. He holds a
Masters degree in Urban Planning and Public Policy Analysis, and a Bachelor of Science
degree in Mathematics, both from Morgan State University.

Raymond Ellis, Vice President, Strategic Initiatives, Export-Import Bank of the United States,
currently serves as vice president of Strategic Initiatives of Ex-Im Bank's Export Finance group.
The division oversees business development activities for a diverse portfolio of special sectors,
projects and geographic areas, including the Office of Renewable Energy, Sub-Saharan Africa
and special projects, such as transportation infrastructure and services exports. Mr. Ellis
previously was Vice President of the Operations Division of the Export Finance group;
Operations administers the intake of applications for Ex-Im Bank loans, guarantees and
insurance; administers medium- and long-term loans and guarantees following authorization;
and issues short- and medium-term insurance policies following authorization.

Mr. Ellis began his career at Ex-Im Bank in 1975 as a financial analyst/loan officer in the Bank’s
Asia Division overseeing the Bank’s long-term programs for Southeast Asia. He left in 1982 to
join the private sector, and returned to the Bank in 1999. He has also served as Director for



Latin America and the Caribbean in Ex-Im Bank's Trade Finance and Insurance Division. In the
private sector, Mr. Ellis held executive management positions in international tour companies
and in leading U.S. banks in Chicago, lllinois. He served as Vice President for Trade
Services/Cash Management at Chemical Bank in Chicago, and Vice President and General
Manager of Bankers Trust Company International, also in Chicago.

Mr. Ellis holds a Masters of Business Administration degree in International Finance and
Business Administration, and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Russian and Linguistics, both from
Indiana University.

Diane Farrell is a member of the board of directors of the Export-Import Bank of the United
States (Ex-Im Bank). She was nominated by President George W. Bush on May 24, 2007 and
confirmed by the United States Senate on August 1, 2007. As a member of the board of
directors, Farrell is responsible for voting on Ex-Im Bank transactions in excess of $10 million as
well as on significant matters affecting Bank policy. She has had more than 25 years of
professional experience in the private and public sectors in financial management, maintaining
fiscal integrity and managing budgets. Her work has included the political, not-for-profit,
governmental, advertising, planning, and educational arenas — at the state, national and
international levels.

From 1997 to 2005, Farrell served as First Selectwoman in the town of Westport Connecticut.
Among other innovations, she was responsible for the construction of badly-needed, state-of-
the-art school buildings, while keeping increases in multi-million dollar town budgets within the
CPI, and supervising the town’s Finance Department to maintain its annual Moody’s Aaa bond
rating. During the previous four years, she served on the Westport Board of Finance. In 2002
Farrell was elected chair of the Southwestern Regional Planning Association’s Metropolitan
Planning Organization (SWRPA MPO), the forum for cooperative transportation decision-
making between local, state and federal stakeholders. The critical regional issues which she
focused on included post 9-11 homeland security, economic development, open space
preservation, and environmental quality. She also served on the Board of Directors of the
Connecticut Conference of Municipalities. In 2005 Farrell traveled to the People’s Republic of
China to attend the tenth anniversary celebration of Westport’s sister city relationship with the
city of Yangzhou in Jiangsu province. In 2006 she participated in a community mission trip to
Israel.

Farrell was awarded the 2004 Woodlands Coalition Environmental Gold Award and the 2003
Upper Fairfield County Distinguished Leadership Award from the Anti-Defamation League.
Farrell, a 1977 graduate of Wheaton College with an B.A., in American Government, is married
to Karr Winslow (“Win”) Farrell. The couple has two daughters. Farrell was sworn in to her
current post on August 7, 2007 for a term ending January 20, 2011.

Andrew F. Gelfuso is the Executive Director of the International Gateway-the trade arm of the
Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center (ITC) and he serves on the executive
committee for Trade Center Management Associates. His responsibilities include government
relations, business development, and trade promotion at the ITC. The Ronald Reagan Building
and International Trade Center is the official World Trade Center of Washington DC and
maintains contact with 300 affiliate members around the world.

Previously, Mr. Gelfuso was the Asia Regional Manager in for U.S. commercial advocacy at the
U.S Department of Commerce. In this role, Mr. Gelfuso worked with U.S. companies on major



projects and procurements in Asia to ensure transparency and fairness on public tenders and to
counter foreign government intervention.

Prior to this role, Mr. Gelfuso was the Associate Director in the Office of International Operations
for the East Asia/Pacific region of the U.S. Commercial Service (CS) with management
responsibility for six offices in the Southeast Asia region. Mr. Gelfuso was a member of the
inter-agency task force charged with negotiating the pending Free Trade Agreement with
Thailand; he assisted in the development of the promotion strategy for the U.S. Singapore Free
Trade Agreement (FTA); and worked to promote and implement the U.S. Vietnam Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA).

Prior to joining CS, Mr. Gelfuso worked in the Office of Textiles and Apparel (OTEXA) in the
Trade Development section of the International Trade Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce. In this capacity he served as an International Trade Specialist in the Market
Expansion Division as a member of a team that was awarded the prestigious Bronze Star award
for developing trade opportunities for U.S. textile producers. Mr. Gelfuso led textile and apparel
trade missions to Central America and Asia from 2001-2003.

Mr. Gelfuso graduated in 1997 from Hobart College in Geneva, New York, with a degree in
Political Science. He earned his MBA with a concentration in International Business in 2001
from Johnson and Wales University in Providence, Rhode Island. In the spring of 1996, he
earned a certificate from Vietnam National University in Viethamese Language. Mr. Gelfuso
has authored articles on international trade which were published in several newspapers and he
currently serves on several boards and steering committees.

Gurly Teta Gibson is the first Secretary and Consul at the Embassy of Liberia. She is
responsible for emergency and non-emergency Liberian Citizen Services and visa issuances to
foreign nationals traveling in Liberia. She provides services to about 500,000 Liberians
presently residing in the U.S.

With her new role in the Embassy as head of the trade and investment office, Ms. Gibson is
charged with the responsibility to work closely with Liberian individuals and businesses in the
United States and with potential investors to facilitate trade and investment in and with Liberia.

She facilitates broad support for improved economic development for her country. Ms. Gibson
also promotes trade and investment on behalf of the Liberian Government. She serves as a
point of contact among various businesses interested in investing in Liberia.

She also coordinates with the Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) and the CHF
international by encouraging economic development through funding of small and medium size
enterprises for Liberians in the Diaspora returning home.

Mourad Layachi, Economic and Trade Counselor for the Embassy of Morocco holds degrees
from Sherbrooke University in Canada (Bachelor’'s, Computer for Management); High School of
Business of Toulouse France (Master of Information Systems); and High School of Business
(HEC) of Montreal Canada (Master of Business Administration).

Mr. Layachi worked for many private companies in Canada; created his own company working
as consultant for: Air Canada; IBM, Accenture; French Bank (Society general) and also for
French Government.



From 2001 to 2003 Mr. Layachi was the desk officer of Canada at the Moroccan Ministry of
foreign Office; 2004 to 2008 Economic counselor at the Moroccan Embassy in Washington.

Knut Leipold is a Senior Procurement Specialist and e-GP (electronic government
procurement) expert in the Bank's Procurement Policy and Services Group (OPCPR). He has
led the Bank's efforts of providing support and advice in designing and implementing e-GP
programs and of developing e-GP guidance in line with the Bank's procurement policy, and of
assessing e-GP country systems for their use under Bank-funded operations. He chairs the e-
GP working group of the Multilateral Banks' Heads of Procurement initiative and has contributed
to fully harmonizing the e-GP agenda.

Knut has been a member of the Bank's management team in charge of automating the selection
of consultants for Bank-executed contracts in accordance with the Bank's overall policy for the
selection of consultants. In addition, he is a member of the e-Procurement Working Group of the
European Commission and of the e-GP Expert Working Group of UNCITRAL.

Knut has provided substantial guidance and assistance in updating and modifying the Bank’s
procurement policies and in reaching out to the private industry through multiple conferences,
workshops, and similar business events.

Prior to his more than 7-year assignment at the Bank, Knut had worked as Director Public
Sector and Business Development Manager E-Government in the private sector for more than
10 years. In this position, he managed, among others, several major proposal developments for
projects financed by the World Bank.

Knut is a German national. He completed his MBA at the Business Academy Nuremberg in
1994 and holds a Diploma in Linguistics from the University Leipzig (1987). In addition, he has
completed Executive Development Programs at Harvard Business School (2000) and Babson
School of Executive Education (1999) in Boston.

Ms. Andrea M. Lupo currently serves as the Assistant Director for Policy and Program at the
U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA). Ms. Lupo began her career at USTDA in
December 2002, and has served as the Country Manager for Eastern Europe and Turkey in the
Europe and Eurasia Region, and most recently as the Country Manager for East and Southern
Africa. Ms. Lupo has over six years of experience working specifically in the Central and
Eastern Europe (CEE) region, and has significant experience working with commercial
development projects in the region. Ms. Lupo began her government career in 2000 as an
International Trade Specialist at the U.S. Department of Commerce within the Central and
Eastern Europe Business Information Center (CEEBIC), where she worked closely with U.S.
businesses interested in investing and exporting to CEE. Ms. Lupo also has experience in the
area of structured trade finance and has worked extensively with multilateral development
banks such as the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the African Development Bank,
the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, and the European Investment Bank.

Prior to her U.S. government career, Ms. Lupo was a Senior Associate at Development Finance
International, Inc., which is a consulting firm specializing in structured trade finance and
emerging markets. Ms. Lupo holds a Masters degree in International Affairs from The American
University in Washington, DC, and a Bachelors degree from Wake Forest University in Winston-
Salem, NC.



Hector Marquez studied and taught Economics at the Universidad Autbnoma de Nuevo Ledn in
Monterrey, Mexico and at the University of Rochester in New York State. He joined the Ministry
of Economy since 1991 as Member of Mexico negotiation team under the North American Free
Trade Agreement, he also has been part of the negotiation of other trade agreements that
Mexico has signed.

He initiated his international trade experience in the areas of antidumping, rules of origin and
custom Procedures as well as particular sectors such as automotive, textile, steel, and
electronics. Since 1995 he conducted the monitoring and implementation of trade agreements,
designed export promotion strategies and performed the respective analysis of international
trade agreements to promote the full utilization by the Mexican export sector. Since August
2002 to date he became the Director of Trade and NAFTA Office that the Ministry of Economy
holds in Washington. D.C.

Viorel Onel, Ph.D. was appointed Minister Counselor for Economic Affairs at the Romanian
Embassy in Washington DC on July 1st, 2005. Prior to this appointment, he served as a
Minister Counselor and Deputy Consul General of Romania in Chicago (2002-2004) and in New
York City (1999- 2002), as well as a Minister Counselor for Economic Affairs with the Romanian
Embassy in Ottawa, Canada (1992-1996) and prior to joining the Romanian Foreign Service, he
was a senior economist specialized in international trade (Director within the Romanian Ministry
of Economy and Commerce), who held increasing positions with the Government (including
Chief of Staff to the Prime Minister of Romania 1991-1992).

Mr. Onel holds a Ph. D degree in International Business & Management from the Academy of
Economic Studies of Bucharest, and received intensive post-graduate training in
Macroeconomic Policy & International Finance at the IMF Institute (Washington DC), in National
Administration (at JICA, Japan), and in International Trade (University of Ottawa and under the
auspices of UNCTAD/WTO in New York).

Mr. Onel was born on June 16, 1955, is married to Maria and has two children.

Richard “Rick” Sallee was born in McAlester, Oklahoma and later attended Northeastern
Oklahoma State University obtaining a Bachelors of Science in Criminal Justice. In 1980, Rick
was commissioned a US Army officer and spent two years active duty with the 101st Airborne
Division (Air Assault) and later three years with the 8th Infantry Division (Mechanized). Rick left
the active U.S. Army and remained in the U.S. Army Reserves working in Special Operations
Command — Europe as well as working in U.S. Army Theater and U.S. Army Europe general
staff positions as a logistics civilian.

Rick worked logistics, supply, and logistic systems analysis for the military for over 17 years
before turning his attention to contracting. He worked the last 5 years in the Department of
Defense, Department of Justice, and Department of Homeland Security and now has worked
the last three years at the U.S. Trade and Development Agency as a supervisory contract
specialist and warranted contracting officer. His current contracting warrant is unlimited and he
is the Chief, Contracts Officer for USTDA.

David N. Smith is currently the Deputy Secretary of Commerce and Trade for the
Commonwealth of Virginia, appointed by Governor Tim Kaine in January of 2006. Prior to
joining Governor Kaine’'s Cabinet, he was a Vice President with Consolidated Bank and Trust
Company and focused on Commercial and Community Development Banking. Before joining



Consolidated Bank Mr. Smith had an 8 year career with Bank of America as a Vice President
and focused on Small Business, Faith based Lending, and Community Development Banking.

David Smith has worked for CSX Transportation and the DuPont Company. His business
career spans over 30 years. David is active in several charitable and business organizations
including the YMCA, Henrico County Schools, the Greater Richmond Chamber of Commerce,
and Saint Pauls College. He is a native of Columbia, South Carolina and a graduate of the
University of South Carolina.

Henry Steingass serves as Regional Director for South and Southeast Asia at USTDA, where
he assists U.S. companies and overseas sponsors to implement USTDA-funded development
projects and innovative public-private partnerships that lead to increased trade. His portfolio
covers emerging markets in SE Asia (Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Vietham, etc.) and South
Asia (India, Pakistan, etc.), as well as regional initiatives through the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) forum. He served as Regional Director for Asia, covering China and
ASEAN from 2004 to 2007. In these portfolios Mr. Steingass has concentrated USTDA
investment in aviation sector modernization, transportation sector safety and security, clean
energy development, e-government and e-commerce initiatives, customs modernization, and
emergency response capabilities.

From 2000 to 2004, Mr. Steingass served at USTDA as Regional Director for Africa and the
Middle East. In that capacity, he oversaw the reopening of the agency’s operations in Nigeria
and the launch of USTDA’s Africa regional office in Johannesburg. He also developed a
portfolio of agency-supported activities centered on U.S. foreign policy priorities, including
transportation security and trade capacity.

Mr. Steingass brought over 20 years of international experience in energy and other
infrastructure sectors to USTDA. At K&M Engineering and Consulting of Washington, D.C., he
led project advisory services for the implementation of “Greenfield” independent power projects
in Vietnam, Korea, Laos, Tunisia and Céte d’lvoire, as well as management consulting teams
for public utility restructuring and privatization assignments. He also served as an Energy
Advisor in the Asia Bureau at the U.S. Agency for International Development and at the
Tennessee Valley Authority, working with its international renewable energy and environment
programs.

He holds a Masters of Public Administration from Harvard University, and a Bachelor of Arts
from Cornell University.

Gregory Quent Williams, Managing Director, Contracts and Grants Management Division
for the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), manages the acquisition of goods and
services for the Corporation.

Mr. Williams has managed acquisitions in eight Federal Government agencies, and has many
years experience as a contracts manager in the private sector. He also has many years
experience as an adjunct professor teaching procurement and contracting courses.

Mr. Williams has earned the following professional certifications from the National Contract
Management Association (NCMA): Certified Professional Contracts Manager (CPCM), Certified
Federal Contracts Manager (CFCM), and Simplified Acquisition Specialist (SAS). He is a
member of the Board of Advisors for the NCMA. Mr. Williams has a Masters in Business
Administration (MBA) degree with a concentration in Economics and Finance from the



University of the District of Columbia, and a Bachelor's Degree in Business Administration from
Georgetown University.

Leokadia I Zak is Deputy Director at the U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA). Since 2000,
she has been a member of the Director’s senior management team in advancing USTDA’s commercially-
oriented foreign assistance program. Prior to being named the Deputy Director at the beginning of 2006,
Ms. Zak served as General Counsel. She also served as Acting Director of USTDA prior to the arrival of
Director Larry W. Walther in March 2008.

Before joining USTDA, Ms. Zak was a partner in the Washington, D.C. and Boston offices of Mintz,
Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C. practicing in the areas of corporate, municipal and
international finance. She has served as counsel in connection with a variety of project finance
transactions for energy, transportation, health care, telecommunications and tourism projects. In private
practice, Ms. Zak focused her attention on innovative financing programs involving U.S. government
agency financings for international projects, as well as financings by other bilateral and multilateral
agencies.

Ms. Zak is an Adjunct Professor of Law and has taught “International Project Finance” at the Boston
University School of Law, Morin Center for Banking and Financial Law Studies and at the Georgetown
University Law Center.

Ms. Zak received her B.A. from Mount Holyoke College and her J.D. from Northeastern
University School of Law.

William Zarit is Deputy Assistant Secretary, International Operations, for the U.S. Commercial
Service, overseeing all Commercial Sections in U.S. Embassies and Consulates. The U.S.
Commercial Service is the federal government’s front line trade agency, promoting U.S. exports
and protecting U.S. commercial interests overseas. Prior to his present position Mr. Zarit served
as the U.S. Commercial Service’s Regional Director for East Asia/Pacific.

Mr. Zarit previously served as Senior Commercial Officer at the U.S. Embassy in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, Deputy Senior Commercial Officer at the U.S. Embassy in Beijing, and Deputy Senior
Commercial Officer at the American Institute in Taiwan.

Before joining the U.S. Commercial Service Mr. Zarit was Economic and Commercial Program
Officer for the New York-based National Committee on U.S.-China Relations. Prior to that he
served as Marketing Manager/China for the California-based telecommunications firm Pacific
Telesis International, preceded by his work as Project Manager for the high-tech marketing firm
China Business Associates, both positions based in Beijing. Mr. Zarit also served as Mandarin
Chinese Interpreter for State Department Language Services.

He earned an M.B.A. with Honors from the University of California, Berkeley, and a B.A. with
Honors in Political Science from Miami University, Oxford, Ohio.



